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Agenda

About RDS: History + Future

Metadata Services + DDI

Conversation
– How can a group like RDS add value?

– Ideas for spreading the word about DDI to researchers? 

– Ideas for expanding the DDI community to research support groups?



ABOUT RDS: HISTORY + FUTURE



What is RDS?
Interdisciplinary group of librarians, researchers, IT staff, and 
graduate students - data management specialists!

What we do:

o Data management plans – help draft or review
o Consultations – policies, development, best practices
o Training and education
o Referral – local/national/disciplinary resources



Sponsors





Structure

Committees
– Web
– Outreach
– Education

Toolkit project



Our Audience

UW researchers + labs

UW research support
– Schools + departments
– Grant administrators
– Librarians



RDS resources

Website à researchdata.wisc.edu

Listserv à researchdata-join@lists.wisc.edu

Twitter à @UWMadRschSvcs

mailto:researchdata-join@lists.wisc.edu


CHALLENGES
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Relationships
• UW-Madison

– Grant admins

– Grad School 

– General Library System

• UW system
– UW-Milwaukee

• And beyond!
– Twitter

– Midwest symposium?



RDS/liaison partnerships
A great opportunity for cross-training and 
collaboration!

Liaisonsà Disciplinary expertise + 
relationships with faculty, staff and students

RDSà RDM expertise



Projects Underway

• RDS brown bag series

• Blog content

• Tracking consultations (Gimlet)

• DMPTool explorations



WEBSITE







RDS DIGEST





TOOLKIT
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The Future of RDS

• Campus context
– Chief Data Officer Jason Fishbain
– UW Open Access policy

• Potential projects
– Data curation pilot
– Research needs assessment (UW Libraries)
– Ramping up workshops
– Exploring ELN/IR connection
– Expanding/collaborating on WID toolkit  



METADATA SERVICES + DDI





















Twitter



Workshops
• DDI for the Data Librarian (2012)

– University of Texas at Austin
– A 2-day workshop for data librarians and archivists 

involved in data management and researcher 
support.

• DDI Workshop (2011)
– University of California at San Diego
– First workshop for DDI3 in the US
– The goal of this workshop is to familiarize data 

curators and managers with this standard and its 
potential role in good management practices for data.



In the Literature
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NEXT STEPS?



Recommendations

• Centralized place to find information

• Adapt website for the new user

• Provide information specific to different 
audiences

– Researchers/users

– Support groups like RDS



Materials for Research 
Support Groups

• Workshop template
– How granular? Just DDI? Or integrated into a 

broader topic? (Colectica, spreadsheets)

• Case studies

• Specific community space 

• The more documentation, the better



RDS Possibilities

• Targeted metadata guidance

• Fall 2015 social science workshop 

• Utilize DDI expertise (Barry!)

• Share back with research data support and 
library communities



Conversation

• How can a group like RDS add value?

• Ideas for spreading the word about DDI to 
researchers? 

• Ideas for expanding the DDI community to 
include research support services?



Get in touch

Brianna Marshall
brianna.marshall@wisc.edu

Trisha Adamus
adamus@wisc.edu

researchdata.wisc.edu
@UWMadRschSvcs

mailto:brianna.marshall@wisc.edu
mailto:adamus@wisc.edu


Thank you!

Adapt this presentation as needed! 
Creative Commons attribution:

Find all RDS slides at: www.slideshare.net/UW_RDS/

http://www.slideshare.net/UW_RDS/
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